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SENIOR SPOTLIGHT
The culture of any place is a dynamic, collective reflection of
the individuals living there. Artist Jamie Horter, as a Frontier
Fellow, spent her time in Green River engaging youth to
discover and preserve new stories from the senior citizens
who call Green River their home. High School teacher Craig
Gowans invited Epicenter and Jamie into his classroom
to work with his senior creative writing students. Each
student spent time with one senior citizen in the community,
connecting and interviewing them about their life.
Students captured and edited portraits of each senior
citizen and wrote a narrative about that person’s life. To
better serve Green River’s bilingual community, each
student created one narrative in English and one in
Spanish. Students raised money to pay for professional
quality prints of their portraits and written works.
Community members and participating senior citizens
joined students for an evening public reception held at
Chow Hound and Green River Coffee Company where
the work was displayed. Students talked about their
interactions with the senior citizen they spoke with and gave
anecdotes about the things that stuck with them in their
conversations. Some of the senior citizens in attendance
shared a few of their own life stories with the public.
While the exhibit was temporary, work is being done to
preserve these portraits and narratives for the people
of Green River. We also plan to make this an ongoing
project, possibly tying in home accessibility and repair
for senior citizens. Each year would be a new opportunity
for youth and senior citizens to connect. Over time,
the stories and images collected will continue to grow,
becoming a dynamic archive about the individuals and
collective culture that make Green River what it is.

IN THE NEWS
Epicenter was honored to be featured by PBS News Hour’s American Creators series which focuses on
innovative rural arts organizations throughout the country. The PBS team visited the Our Futures exhibit in
Salt Lake City, and spent a day in Green River visiting with Executive Director Maria Sykes, Green River Mayor
Pat Brady, and Fix It First client Karen Smith. We were excited to share our story with a national audience and
we’ve been amazed by the piece’s positive reception from within our community and across the nation.

WATCH VIDEO

OUR FUTURES

Our Futures was curated by UMFA’s Ashley Farmer in collaboration with
Jorge Rojas and Emily Izzo. Our Futures was made possible with help from
Anna Evans, Kirsten Southwell, and photographer Tristan Wheelock.

In keeping with our history of celebrating Green River
and bridging urban and rural places, we were invited by
the Utah Museum of Fine Art to create a unique exhibit
that encouraged visitors to see both rural Utah and their
own communities in a new way. Our Futures, hosted by the
UMFA’s new ACME Lab, invited visitors to “time travel” to
the year 2039 and experience four potential futures for the
residents of Green River. In doing so, visitors, specifically
teens and young adults, are asked to consider the role
they each play in shaping their own community’s future.
The exhibit presented four fictional futures for Green
River: for the town to disincorporate, become a tourist
town, recruit a recycling industry, or host a MarsNow
space colonization facility. All of these futures are based
in Green River’s past or another rural community’s
reality and were presented through the journals and
personal objects of two fictional teenagers. These fictional
futures affect individual lives in ways that are sometimes
positive, sometimes negative, and often complicated.
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As in Epicenter’s This Is Green River exhibit, the artifacts
on display brought the characters and community to
life. Visitors to the exhibit tried on clothing from the
future, viewed handmade jewelry, saw what becomes
of “old” recycled technology, and learned what a “space
valentine” was. There were even stations for smelling
and hearing the future. At the end, each visitor was
asked to reflect on and respond to these worlds: What
might the future look like in our own town? How
can I help create the future I’d most like to see?
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Thank you to everyone who worked with us in 2018: Bryan Brooks, Alison Jean Cole, Jason
Dilworth, Anna Evans, Christopher Henderson, Deborah Hughes, ReBecca Hunt-Foster, Sarah
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GREEN RIVER ROCK & MINERAL FESTIVAL
After the success of the first Green River Rock & Mineral
Festival, the event has been adopted by the City of Green
River and added to their annual events calendar. A
second festival took place in 2018, which featured even
more vendors, rock sites, and field trips. Regional BLM
Paleontologist Greg McDonald opened the festivities with
a presentation on his work documenting the extinction
of large sloths in the Americas. The next day began with

field trips to nearby geological sites including Fossil
Point and Copper Ridge. We were especially lucky this
year to lead a day-long field trip featuring the Cleveland
Lloyd Dinosaur Quarry, Buckhorn Wash, and The Wedge
Overlook. Epicenter managed a third festival this year
and will continue to manage the event’s advertising as
we gradually hand over the project to the new City event
coordinator. Learn more at GreenRiverRocks.com

The Green River Rock & Mineral Festival was made possible by Emery County Travel Board, City of Green River, and the J. W. Powell River History Museum.
Thank you to our festival planners Alison Jean Cole and Anna Evans, and our field trip leaders ReBecca Hunt-Foster, Mike Leschin, Greg McDonald, and Kirsten Southwell.

LOOKING TO 2019

NEW FACES
One of our biggest successes of 2018
was building up a team that aligns
with our five long term goals.

ANNALEE HOWLAND
Community Coordinator

Local residents Annalee Howland and Ren Hatt came on
as Community Coordinators. Annalee remains steadfast
in the position while Ren moved to our board of directors
after taking a full-time teaching position. We also gained
licensed architect and affordable housing developer
Lindsey Briceno. Lindsey joins us a Rose Fellow through
the gracious support of Enterprise Community Partners.
Epicenter added five new board members: Dijana Alickovic,
architect, cyclist, and longtime Epicenter supporter; Ren
Hatt, local resident and educator with a background in
law and literature; Ruth Linford, artist and farmer with a
background in non-profit administration; Joshua Rowley,
local resident and entrepreneur; Jason Wheeler, housing
non-profit director and former Enterprise Rose Fellow.

LINDSEY BRICENO
Enterprise Rose Fellow

Finally, we’d like to extend a special thanks to vast network
of former employees and visiting artists who continue to
work with us on our initiatives, specifically Jarod Hamm,
Ryan Baxter, Sarah Lillegard, Ryann Savino, Jamie Horter,
Chris Lezama, Charlotte XC Sullivan, Alison Jean Cole,
Lisa Ward, and Thomas Richardson. This remote support,
an incredibly valuable sounding board for us, when
combined with our in-house team and board of directors
makes for a much smarter and healthier organization,
one that can serve Green River in years to come.

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR
After a year of restructuring and strategic planning in 2017, we found ourselves with a great core team with
a new plan, including an updated mission statement: Epicenter stewards creative initiatives that honor the
past, strengthen the present, and build the future that we envision with our community. Through the planning
process, Epicenter staff and board members identified five long term goals summarized here:

1.

Build local leadership within town to empower residents
to develop their own ideas and ensure that Green River’s
economy is less susceptible to outside forces rather than at
the mercy of outside interest, industries, and investors.

2.

Increase local housing options to close the housing gap
for low-to-moderate income households in order to increase
quality of life and retain residents. To expand access to
homeownership and increase household stability.

3.

Increase town vibrancy & beautify the built environment
to provide more avenues for social activities and cultural
expression in order to retain residents and attract visitors.

4.

Ensure organizational resiliency to create an environment for
Epicenter’s growth and success and to build organizational wealth in
order to fill the gaps that the private and public sectors are unable to fill.

5.

Develop Epicenter as a model to inspire other small
communities to break the boom-and-bust cycles causing economic
stress, a dilapidated built environment, and social inequality.
And to reverse the negative narrative of rural places.

Maria Sykes, Executive Director

Please consider making a tax-deductible donation to Epicenter
to help support our programing and operations.
Use your credit/debit card
or bank account and go to:
paypal.me/epicentergreenriver

Or send a check to:
P.O. Box 444
Green River, UT, 84525

We are a GuideStar member and are evaluated annually by the Better Business Bureau. Links to
those reviews and detailed financial disclosures can be found at our disclosures page.
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